
Threat to the Pantanal
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ThePantanalis theworld'slargest
wetland.It isaseasonally
inundateddepressionwholly
containedwithintheUpper
ParaguayBasinin centralWestern
Braztl,EasternBoliviaandNorth-
WestParaguay.ThePantanalof the
statesof MatoGrossoandMato
GrossodoSuiin Brazil
encompassesnearly140,000km2
Theregionisextremelyrichin

floristicandfaunisticdiversitydue
to itsprivilegedlocation,
surroundedbyfourbiomes;the
tropicalAmazonrainforest,the
subhumidsavannasof Central
Brazil,theAtlantichumidforestand
thesemiaridscrubforestof the
Chaco.It is thelastrefugefor
manyof SouthAmerica'sthreatened
orendangeredspecies.
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RAINABSORBTION

ThePantanalis alsogeographically
andhydrologicallypositionedto
attenuateandreducerunofffromthe
UpperParaguayBasin.It actsasa
spongeabsorbingrainandseasonal
floods,thenreleasingthewater
slowlythroughouttheyear.
Fundamentalto thisprocessare
rockysillswhichregulatethewater
flow outof thiswetland,actingasa
valve.
Thiswetlandwith itsextraordinary

diversityandabundanceof wildlife
isathreatenedregion.
Deforestation,expanding
agriculture,illegalhuntingand
fishing,andpollutionof thewater
withherbicides,pesticides,andby-
productsof fuelalcoholproduction
andmining,haveallcauseda
progressivedeteriorationof the
naturalenvironment.Thesethreats
areplacingatriskoneof the
world'smostimportantecosystems.

ADDITIONALTHREAT

Butthereis nowanadditional
threat.A projectthatsome
scientistssaywill dryout40%of
thePantanalwithin20years.A
projectthatisexpectedtohave
significanthydrologicaland
environmentalimpactsnotjuston
thePantanal,butonover3,400km
alongtheParaguayandParana
rivers.Thisprojectisknownasthe
Parana-ParaguayHidroviaproject.
Thisprojectentailsnavigational

improvementalongtheexisting
Parana-Paraguaywaterway,to link
fivecountriesof SouthAmerica;
Argentina,Bolivia,Brazil,Paraguay
andUruguay.Theprojecthasbeen
putforwardasthebackboneof the
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WildHyacinthineMacawsfeedingon palm nuts

Mercosuragreementin thehopeof
developingregionalandnational
economies.Theprojectconsistsof
extensiveriverengineeringworks,
includingchannelstraightening,
dredging,blastingof rockysills,and
otherstructuralinterventionsto
render3,442kmof theriver
navigablefor oceangoingvessels
all theyear-round.Improvements
will becarriedoutfromthe
downstreampointatNuevaPalmira,
Uruguayto theupstreampointat
Caceres,Brazil,neartheheadwaters
of theUpperParaguayriver.
Theproposednavigational

improvementsarelikely to havea
substantialimpactontheflood
regimeof theUpperParaguayriver.
Theblastingof rockysillsasa
meansof deepeningthenavigation
channelis seenasthemost
significantplannedintervention.

STUDIESNEARING
COMPLETION

Engineeringandenvironmental
studiesareduetobecompleted,
whichhavebeenfundedmainlyby
theInterAmericaDevelopment
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BankandbytheUnitedNations
DevelopmentProgramme.
Hidroviais thesourceof

significantconcernsamong
indigenouspeoples,environmental
organisations,non-governmental
organisations,andresearch
institutionsanduniversities.The
uniquenessof thePantanal
ecosystemiswidelyrecognisedand
theneedfor itspreservationonboth
intrinsicandeconomicgrounds.

Editor'sNote:

WewouldappealtoALL readers
toprotestaboutthisproject
development,notleastbecause
damageto thePantanalwouldbe
detrimentaltoHyacinthMacawand
otherparrotpopulations.Please
writeto thefollowingthree
governmentalorganisations:-

Comitelnterguvernmentaldela
Hidrovia,JesusG.Gonzales,
SecretariaEjecutivadelC.I.H.,
ConstruccionesPortuariasy Vias
Navegables,Av,Espana2221-4
piso,1107BuenosAires-
Argentina.

UnitedNationsDevelopment
Programme,EmmaTorres,Chiefof
theRegionalProgrammeDivisionat
theBureauforLatinAmerica& the
Caribbean(Co-ordinatorfor the
HidroviaProject),OneUnited
NationsPlaza(Room2286),New
York,NY 10017,U.S.A.

Inter-AmericanDevelopmentBank,
BancoInteramericanode
Desarrollo,PaulDulin,Regional
EnvironmentalConsultant,Ing.
NormandoR.Birolo- Sector
Specialist,Esmeralda130- Piso20,
1035- BuenesAires- Argentina.

Pleaseusethefollowingletterasa
guide:-

Dearxxx,

As amemberof theWorld
ParrotTrustandsomeonewho

isdeeplyconcernedabout
conservationandthe
environment,I washorrifiedto
learnthatsuchanimportant
ecosystemasthePantanalis
threatenedby theproposed
Hidroviaproject.Therichand
diversefloraandfaunaandthe

endangeredspecieswhich
occurtheremustbeprotected
fromthisprojectwhichwill
furtherdegradetheworld's
largestandmostimportant
wetland. It will causea

furtherdeclinein, for example,
numbersof theHyacinthine
Macaw(Anodorhynchus
hyacinthinus),nowclassified
asanendangeredspecies.
Alreadythisspeciesis
bringingin incomefrom
ecotourismto theregion.The
potentialincomefromtourism
thereisenormous.The

uniquenessof thisregionis
recognisedworldwide.I
wouldurgeeveryone
concernedto reconsiderthe

wisdomof thisproject.The
Pantanalmustbepreservedfor
futuregenerationsonboth
intrinsicandeconomic

grounds.
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